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sixty miles5 march from Waheida, Bair was sixty
miles from Jafar, Azraq was one hundred and
twenty miles' from Bair, and sixty from Deraa, where
we were to strike. Loaded camels and loaded
mules could not be asked to go more than thirty
miles in a day. The caravan must therefore be
prepared for two successive stages of two days'
march each, followed by a stage of four days' march
and a final stage of two days', each stage being with-
out a drop of water. The camel is fortunately
enabled by nature to do a march of this kind,
though he does not like it, but water for men and
mules would have to be carried on the camels' backs.
And it was not enough to carry two days' water,
though this would be enough for three out of the
four stages. The third stage needed four days'
water, so that an extra supply of empty water-tins
had to be filled at the end of the second stage and
loaded on to such of the food camels as had by that
time become light.
Then there was the problem of food for the men
and forage for the animals. The so-called oases of
Jafar, Bair, and Azraq are merely water-holes in
the arid expanse of desert. They are uninhabited,
and produce food for neither man nor beast. Every
morsel of food and forage for the ten days' march
to Deraa would either have to be carried with
the force or dumped in advance at the three oases.
Dumping forage by camel at a spot eight marches
away is not so easy. The idea that a camel can
go for indefinite periods without either food or
water, supporting himself by a process known as
living on his hump, is false, and he must eat, even
when he is only providing himself with food
for a future journey. Allowing him eight pounds